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STUDY BEGUN CN OYSTERS AND OYSTER FLUID 

A joint study of the United States Food and Drug Administration, Bureau of 

Commercial Fisheries of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, and the 

oyster industry to obtain basic and practical data on the biological,, chemical and 

physical characteristics of the oyster has been initiated, according tc Assistant 

Secretary of the Interior Ross Leffler. The research will be conducted on the 

handling and processing of fresh, shucked oysters. 

The data can be used as the basis for improving packing and marketing prac- 

tices and for the evaluation of present Food and Drug Administration standards of 

identity, The necessity for such a study became evident as the result of court 

cases concerning the amount of solids in a given unit of oysters. 

Each of the government agencies and the oyster industry is supplying a tech- 

nical employee to participate in the research under the direction of Dr. Benjamin 

Millier of Johns Hopkins University, selected as a disinterested scientist. Work 

has begun at the Virginia Fisheries Laboratory, Gloucester Point, Virginia. The 

Laboratory is located on the western shore of Chesapeake Bay near a typical oyster 

plant. This centralized location will facilitate the plans for the research group 

to study oysters from all the major producing areas. The j-man team will have an 

excellent opportunity for active plant study on the effect of processing variables 

on the composition and characteristics of packed oysters at the nearby commercial 

oyster plants. 
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